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Items of interest: 

 We will meet on 
Thursday, March 24, 
2022 at  7:30 pm. We 
will begin serving 
refreshments at  7 
pm. Be prepared to 
attend, to bring your 
dues, and to bring a 

guest! 

 General Francis  

Marion Memorial 

Day will be celebrat-

ed on Saturday, Feb 

26 at 11 AM in Pine-

ville, SC.  

 Would you like to 

assist  with digitizing  

WWII veterans?  
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Inside this issue: 

Dear friends and members: 

I am delighted to report that the January meeting of our 

beloved Historical Society will be scheduled on this 

Thursday. Please plan to come on Thursday, January 27, 

2022.  Social time and refreshments are at 7:00, and the 

meeting begins at 7:30.  We are looking forward to re-

suming some normalcy in our lives, and we have missed 

you all so much!  Be prepared to attend, to bring your dues, and to bring a 

guest! 

In four years, our country will celebrate its 250th anniversary!  This is an 

important date, and one I hope we can celebrate here in Clarendon County.  

If anyone is interested in spear-heading something, please contact me.  I 

would love to see our Society lead the charge here in Clarendon County.   

I am so thankful for each of you…for your interest, for your love of history, 

for your congeniality and for your generosity.  I look forward to seeing you 

on the 27th.  

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

 

Peggi Jackson Sorrell, President 

 

 



 

 

The Museum is located at 102 South 

Brooks Street. As most of you know, 

Brooks Street is part of historic High-

way 301 which runs through Manning.  

This location cur-

rently belongs to 

the Bank of Clar-

endon. The build-

ing was listed as 

the “Ridgill’s 

Super Service” 

Station in the 

1960 City Direc-

tory. In 1970, it was listed as “A H 

Breedin Shell Station”. The Bank of 

Clarendon obtained the property from 

Goldsmith Properties in 2008 after 

the building had been converted into 

an insurance office.  The Bank of 

Clarendon now owns all the proper-

ty that fronts on 

S. Brooks 

Street from E. 

Keitt Street to 

E. Huggins 

Street. The Mu-

seum’s location 

is on the corner 

across from the 

back of the court house which puts it 

in a perfect spot for visitors and resi-

dents alike. There is also ample 

parking space available for those 

If you need assistance or would like 

to submit a research request, you 

may send an email to clarendo-

narchives@clarendoncountygov.org  

or  you may give us a call  

at 803-435-0328.  

The Archives website can be found 

at:   

www.ClarendonCountyArchives.c

om  

     

fighters’ Association to collect and 

impart the history and cultural heritage 

of our state’s fire service,” said Carter 

Jones, retired Clarendon County Fire 

Chief, current Special Projects Coordi-

nator at the Association, and lead cura-

tor of the Center & Museum. 

Witherspoon is excited to assist the 

museum in researching, collecting, 

preserving, and making the history ac-

cessible to firefighters, history buffs, 

and the public. 

 

 

The South Carolina Fire Heritage 

Center & Museum is preparing to dig-

itally archive documents and artifacts 

with the help of our Clarendon County 

Archivist, M.L. Witherspoon. With-

erspoon’s expertise will help guide the 

Museum’s efforts in archiving the 

documented history of the South Car-

olina fire service which will help pre-

serve original documents for future 

generations.  

“The South Carolina Fire Heritage 

Center & Museum was established in 

2020 by the South Carolina State Fire-

Archives Spotlight - Meesha L. Witherspoon, Archivist    

make this Symposium possible each 

year.  

 

For more information on the Sympo-

sium and how to register, please visit 

the web sites: 

 

clarendonnmurals.com  

or 

Contact George & Carole Summers: 

gcsummers@ftc-i.net 

803-478-2645 

You are invited to the 20th Francis 

Marion Symposium on October 21– 

22 at the FE DuBose Campus of Cen-

tral Carolina Technical College, locat-

ed in Manning, SC. Come explore the 

Revolutionary War Southern Cam-

paign, you will not want to miss this 

opportunity to immerse yourself in 

Francis Marion’s time period between 

1732 to 1795.  

 

Many thanks to our sponsors that 

Francis Marion Murals Trail Society—George & Carol Summers   
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Museum Spotlight  Can you volunteer at the Museum?  

We are always looking for more vol-

unteers. If you can volunteer, please 

contact the Museum, 803-433-0328,  

or you may call the Clarendon Coun-

ty Archives at 803-435-0328 and 

leave a message for the Museum.  

The Museum is open on Thursday 

and Friday from 1 to 4 pm and Satur-

day from 10 am to 2 pm.  Without 

volunteers the Museum can not open 

as scheduled.  Stop by and visit the 

Museum when you can. If you have 

any questions or for group tours, 

please contact:   

 

Gene Benfield 

102 S. Brooks Street, Manning, SC 

803-433-0328 (Museum) or  

803-435-0328 to leave a message. 



 

 

Manning Chapter of the Daughters of 

the American Revolution (DAR)  

Elizabeth Peyre Richardson Manning Chap-

ter 

DAR is based on three principles, God, 

home and country. The organizations’ 

objectives are historic preservation, educa-

tion and patriotism. The Chapter meets 

monthly from September to May on the 

4th Monday of the month. For more infor-

mation contact:  

Chapter Regent Diane Coker   

at dcoker1@live.com mobile: 803-410-

2574 home: 803-435-2702 or any mem-

ber.  Meetings are held on the last Tues-

day of each month at 4 pm in the Breedin’ 

room located behind Weldon Auditorium 

in Manning. Please Call Mrs. Coker to 

verify. 

Are you eligible for the Colonial Dames XVII 

Century Organization? You need to have a 

direct line blood related ancestor who lived in 

the original colonies to qualify. To find out 

more contact Harriet Rawlinson at                 

Or visit the web site:   

www.colonialdames17c.org  

Turbeville History Center  

In 2014 the Town of Turbeville cel-

ebrated its 100th Anniversary.  As 

part of that celebration a History 

Center was opened on Town 

Square.   

Anyone interested in viewing the 

display should contact Town Hall 

for an appointment at: 

843-659-2781.  

 

Sons of Confederate Veterans  

The H.L. Benbow Camp of the SCV 

meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month at the Clarendon County Coun-

cil on Ageing Building at 206 S. 

Church St. in Manning. Call 803-854-

2103 for more info. Come join us! 

Cordially, Steve Tollison, Commander 

History Organizations and Events  
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Alcolu Preservation Society  

The opening of the Mill House 

was the fulfillment of a dream to 

preserve the history of the Village 

of Alcolu.  The house was donated 

by Wilma Burke Harper.  It was 

moved from the street directly in 

front of the Company Store to the 

grounds of Clarendon Baptist 

Church.   Contact President Janice 

Richburg at rrjt@yahoo.com for 

hours.  

Swamp Fox Murals Trail Society   

P O Box 667, Manning, SC 29102  

803-478-2645  E-mail gcsummers@ftc-i.net  

www.clarendonmurals.com 

www.francismarionsymposium.com 

www.swampfoxtrail.com 

The Swamp Fox Murals Trail Society sponsors an app for android devices which can be 

downloaded free: Clarendon County Tour on Google Play Store Apps.  You can also find the 

link at www.clarendonmurals.com This app includes all the Swamp Fox Murals, historic 

marker, historic churches, cemeteries,  and places to eat. 

 

We will have drinks and snacks available beginning 7:00 pm at 

our next historical society meeting on Thursday, January 27, 

2022. 

Would you be willing to serve on the Refreshment Committee? If so, 

let us know and we will sign you up. 

Would you like to work on the Society Newsletter? We could use 

your help. 

Can you serve on a Fundraising committee? It could be fun to help 

plan events!  

Can we e-mail your newsletter to you? If so, please send your e-

mail address to clarendonmuseum@gmail.com  - this could save 

us some money on postage.  

 

  
Churches In SC Burned During the 
American Revolution: A Pictorial Guide  
$25. Book available for sale at Clarendon 
County Archives;  Amazon.com or contact 
Bill Segars:  billsegars@gmail.com or at 
843-307-4649  

Please Scan QR Code for 

Swamp Fox Murals Trail 

Society Maps & Locations  

tel:803-854-2103
tel:803-854-2103


 

 

Hello, Fellow Historians! We have survived our “Snow Storm” and 

some even Covid-19. Hopefully, we will be “normal” again soon or 

know what our new normal will be.  

Our speaker for this month is Joseph Matheson, Jr. from Camden. Mr. 

Matheson is a graduate of the University of Richmond in Richmond, 

Virginia. He is a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and 

newsletter editor of the Joseph B. Kershaw Camp #82.  His topic will 

be “Unknown Facts About General Lee.” Mr. Matheson found an 

old, beat-up book with lots of unknown and fun facts about General 

Lee. He has presented this program to others before to his audiences’ 

delight. He says it is a counter balance to everything anti-Confederate! 

Please join us Thursday, January 27, 2022 for refreshments at 7:00pm 

and the program at 7:30. As always invite that friend who says, “Oh, I 

like history! Wish I had known about the meeting!”   

Santee Cooper is in the news again. The legislature has decisions to 

make. Lets review some of its early history again. In 1932 state leaders met with government officials 

to discuss the federal government taking over the development of resources of the Santee and Cooper 

Rivers. There was a lot of support for this project, but it still took until 1939 to get started. 

Thirty one million dollars was the sum expected to complete the project, twice the states budget for 

1939! 177,000 acres of land was required at $12.00 an acre. The usual price was $2.00 per acre.  Over 

900 families were relocated, as well as churches, schools, and cemeteries. The new homes had a 

screened in front porch and each family was given 100 chickens as enticement to move. 

Many benefits resulted from this project. The elimination of malaria was an immediate plus. In 1931 

17,462 cases were diagnosed and 450 South Carolinians died of malaria in 1937. In ten years, no cas-

es were reported. Another great benefit was electricity in the rural homes. Before construction only 

3% of homes had electricity, afterwards 91%! 

Due to the United States entering WWII, the project had to be completed earlier than planned. All of 

the trees could not be loaded and hauled away. The trees were wired or chained to the remaining 

stumps. This served the purpose well until Hurricane Hugo caused hundred of logs to be loosened 

from these moorings! The Corps of Engineers were called in with barges and equipment to clear the 

area and add new channel markings.  

One of the most interesting and accidental occurrences from the construction was the relocation of the 

stripped bass from salt water to fresh water. This area has benefited greatly from the revenue generat-

ed from fishing! It is said Santee Cooper provides as much as $15 billion in tourism dollars and pro-

vides 10% of tourism related jobs in South Carolina.  
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Historical Society Meeting 

Gene Benfield, Program Chairman 

Joseph Matheson, Jr.  

Photo Credit : Sumter Daily Item  



 

 

Museum membership is used solely for the operational expenses of the Museum and History Center and is a tax deductible  

donation.  If you have not joined the Museum previously we hope you will consider joining now.   

Museum membership is separate from Historical Society dues.   

 

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 Please check one: Mr. & Mrs. _____  Mr. _____  Mrs. _____  Miss _____  Other __________ 

 

 Name:  ____________________________________________  Date:  ______________________ 

 

 Spouse Name:  _____________________________________  _____I would like to volunteer at the Museum 

               

 Address:  __________________________________________  City:________________________________________ 

 

 State:  _________________Zip Code:___________________  Telephone:___________________________________ 

 

E-Mail Address:  ______________________________________________________________   

DONATION Amount Enclosed: 

Benefactor   $ 1000.00  Family    $  50.00   

Corporate   $ 500.00  Couple    $  40.00 

Sustaining   $ 250.00  Individual   $  30.00   

Senior Member  $ 200.00  Student   $  20.00 

Patron    $ 100.00 Or an amount of your choice: $___________  
  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  _ 

The Clarendon County Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) non profit organization.  Tax ID # 57-0920160  

Donations to the Historical Society are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Historical Society 

dues are paid annually for a Calendar Year; members in arrears after 60 days (March 1st) will be suspended per the by-laws 

HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  MEMBERSHIP  

Please indicate one: Mr. & Mrs. _____  Mr. _____  Mrs. _____  Miss _____  Other _____. 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________ Date:  _________________________________ 

Spouse Name:  _____________________________________ _ In addition Please accept my Tax Deductible  

Address:  __________________________________________ Donation in support of:  

City:  _____________________________________________  $___________________Historical Society Museum  

State:  _______________   Zip Code:  ____________  

Telephone:  ________________________________________ $___________________Richardson Cemetery  

E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________ _ 

Dues are for calendar year 2022__________2023__________ $___________________Clarendon County Archives 

           and History Center 

Single Membership $15.00 WOULD  YOU  LIKE  YOUR  NEWSLETTER  SENT  BY  E-MAIL:  

Couple Membership $25.00  Yes______________ No_________________ 



 

 

      

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Clarendon County Historical 
Society Meeting  

Thursday 

January 27, 2022 

Desserts at 7 pm 

Meeting 7:30 pm 

Clarendon County Council 

Chambers,  

411 Sunset Dr. 

Manning 

 

Clarendon County Historical Society 
Officers—2018-2021: 

President:  

Peggi Jackson Sorrell 

Vice President and Program Chair:  

Gene B. Benfield 

Secretary/Treasurer:  

 

Historian 

Margaret Robertson 

Newsletter Editor & Publisher: 

M.L Witherspoon 

 

Past President: 

Jerry Robertson  

Membership: 

Al Truesdale  
Clarendon County Museum and History Center   

Located at 102 South Brooks Street  -  Manning, South Carolina.   

 Hours: Thursday & Friday 1 to 4pm                                                                  Saturday 10 am to 2pm   

Clarendon County Historical Society 

211 North Brooks Street 

Manning, SC  29102 


